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                              Tuesday 20th October 2020 
 

What will happen if pupils have to self-isolate or we have to close a ‘bubble’. 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
First of all, many thanks for the phone conversations that you have had with our teachers. Overall, it 
has been great to hear that you have been happy with your children’s return to school. We have also 
been talking to the children a lot about their feelings – it is lovely to hear that they are glad to be back. 
 
We realise that the children have missed out from being in school since March. Even for those who 
came back in after June, it was not the same for them. Socially the children have been thrilled to be 
back mixing with their friends – the laughter and excitement that we hear on the playground is a joy to 
behold. Academically, there are gaps in pupils learning caused by missing the whole of the summer 
term. Staff have been looking carefully at what they need to do to help children catch up. 
 
We truly hope that school can continue as usual but, like you, we are all watching the news and the 
developments in different areas. In Hull, there have been some primary and secondary schools where 
a bubble (a group of classes) has had to go into lockdown and self-isolate for a few weeks, due to a 
positive COVID results and symptoms. 
 
We have put a number of things in place, which you need to be aware of, including new Remote 
Learning pages on our school website – these will be crucially important in the weeks and months to 
come. Please go onto our website and click on the Home Learning Tab to take you to the following 
page: https://www.stepney.hull.sch.uk/home-remote-learning. These pages will give you and your child 
access to learning and resources and year group email addresses. 
 
Here is what will happen if pupils have to go into isolation because they have symptoms or there are 
concerns. 
 
IF… 

1) A pupil has to go off school to get tested for COVID-19 and also is waiting for the results 
of the test 
You need to speak to us at school and let us know what is happening with your child. 
A member of our staff will ask you to go to the Home Learning page for your child and click on 
the Category 1 button: 
 
 
 
 
This will take you to some pages, which have activities for your child to do over the next couple 
of days. You may email us your child’s work via the year group email addresses. 
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2) A pupil has to self-isolate at home for two weeks following a positive COVID-19 test 
result 
Again, you need to speak to us and keep us informed about what is happening. Our staff will 
direct you to the Category 2 button: 
 
 
 
 
 
This will take you to some different pages, which have more activities for your child to do over 
the next two weeks. Once more, you may email us your child’s work  
 

 
3) A ‘bubble’ has to go into lock down with pupils and staff isolating at home for 14 days 

We will then ask pupils to login to their google classroom site.  
The pupils have been using their logins at school to get onto their google accounts so are 
getting used to remembering these but we will send these out to you as well. 
Each day during the lockdown, your child’s teachers will put work on the Google Classroom site 
for them to do. It will work best on a pc, laptop, chrome book or tablet. Pupils will be able to 
complete work and send it back to us on this google classroom site. 
There will also be links to sites such as Times Tables Rock Stars and Spelling Shed, which the 
children are familiar with already. 
As well as setting activities, teachers may also put on lessons they have pre-recorded. Pupils 
may watch these and then send work back to their teachers. 
There will also be times when the teachers organise an online ‘live’ meeting or lesson with 
pupils. You will be sent a link and a time when pupils can join their teachers online.  
 
We realise this may be difficult for families, especially with ICT connections and equipment and 
doubly difficult for those who have more than one child, trying to share ICT equipment.  
 
Parents will need to support younger children to access the google classroom and some of the 
learning activities. In this way, our staff may continue teaching and learning in these strange 
times.   
 
During the summer, many of you were grateful when we gave out photocopied packs of work 
and resources for you to pick up from school. All children will be provided with a learning pack 
and we will provide Free School Meals for those entitled during the period of closure.   
In order to access and participate in this learning your child will need to have good internet 
access at home and a device - either a laptop, computer or chrome book. So that we know 
which families need to borrow this equipment for the period of isolation, we will send a Google 
form to you. 
Please complete this as soon as possible, so that if we close your child’s bubble, we can act 
quickly to ensure that their access to learning is not delayed. 
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You are likely to be advised that siblings are still allowed to be in school which may cause 
difficulties if one of your children has to isolate.  If you know it will be challenging to drop and 
collect siblings, with one of your children needing to be at home, do try and have a plan in 
place.  Perhaps a friend or another family member will be able to support you in getting the 
sibling or siblings to school.  
 
We do not underestimate the disruption that closing a bubble will cause, not only for your own 
family, but also for the staff who will have to isolate themselves and make arrangements for  
their own families too.  We do know that you will want your children to be safe and continue 
learning in the same way that we do too and we will work hard together to ensure that this 
happens. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support at this challenging time. 

 
 
 
           Yours sincerely 
 
 
           Paul Browning 
           Headteacher 
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