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Annual Thresholds - important guidance 

● These thresholds were re-drafted by curriculum leaders and headteachers in September 2018 and are a list of the key skills and knowledge that we 
want each child to master by the end of the year. 

● These thresholds are not the curriculum.  The school curriculum is much broader and wider than these thresholds.  Accordingly the thresholds should 
not be used as the sole guide in day-to-day planning otherwise the school’s curriculum will not be meeting the requirements of the National 
Curriculum. 

● The threshold documents guide a teacher in making their professional prediction (Autumn and Spring Terms) or their professional judgement 
(Summer Term) in answer to the question, “Will/Did this child reach the expected standard?”  the answers to these questions will arise after reviewing 
conversations with pupils, test information, work in books, prior attainment etc. 

● We are taking a “best fit” approach.  Headteachers feel that a minimum of 75% of statements need to be met.  Headteachers also felt that some 
threshold statements (number in mathematics for example) must be met in order for a teacher to assess a child as having met the standard they need 
to cross these thresholds.  If there is a clearly evidenced reason why a certain threshold statement cannot be crossed then this will be discussed 
during data validation processes and decisions upheld or not.  Advice on the primacy of reading and writing statements will be given later in the 
Autumn Term. 

● In order for a pupil to be assessed as at the standard for any particular year they must also meet the statements for any preceding year. 
● These thresholds should be used when moderating work. 
● As we progress through 2017/2018 we are sure that there will be plenty of ongoing professional dialogue about these thresholds.  We will ensure that 

this is listened to during Year Group Meetings and fed back to leaders so that we can review this documents at the end of the academic year. 
● All teachers teaching in Years 2 and 6 should be aware that when assessing mathematics they should refer to both YHCLT Thresholds and 

Assessment Frameworks. 
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Annual Thresholds for Reading 

Word Reading 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Pass Phonics 
Screening Check 
 
Read accurately by 
blending taught GPCs 
 
Read common 
exception words* 
 
Read age-appropriate 
texts (including poems, 
stories and non-fiction) 

Read accurately most 
words of two or more 
syllables 
 
Read most words 
containing common 
suffixes* 
 
Read words 
accurately and 
fluently without over 
sounding and 
blending, e.g. at over 
90 words per minute 
 
Sound out most 
unfamiliar words 
accurately, without 
undue hesitation. 
Read most common 
exception words*. 
 
Read age-appropriate 
texts (including poems, 
stories and non-fiction) 

Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud* 
 
Read some words on 
the Y3/4 word list 
 
Read age-appropriate 
texts fluently (including 
poems, stories and 
non-fiction) 

Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud* 
 
Read most words on 
the Y3/4 word list 
 
Read age-appropriate 
texts fluently (including 
poems, stories and 
non-fiction) 

Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud* 
 
Read some words on 
the Y5/6 word lists 
 
Read fluently and 
understand age-
appropriate texts across 
the curriculum 
(including poems, 
stories and non-fiction) 
 
Read aloud with 
intonation that shows 
understanding 

Apply their growing 
knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud* 
 
Read most of the words 
on the Y5/6 word lists 
 
Read age-appropriate 
books with 
confidence and 
fluency (including 
whole novels) 
 
Work out the meaning 
of words from the 
context 
 
Read aloud with 
intonation that shows 
understanding 
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Annual Thresholds for Reading 

Comprehension 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Check it makes sense 
to them (including 
through self-correction) 
and make simple 
predictions 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
making some simple 
inferences and 
predictions on the basis 
of what’s been said and 
done 
 
Retrieve some key 
information from non-
fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Talk about the use of 
key words 

Check it makes sense 
to them, make simple 
predictions and ask 
questions 
 
Answer questions and 
make some 
inferences on the 
basis of what is being 
said and done 
 
Retrieve key 
information from non-
fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Talk about an author’s 
choice of words 

Ask questions to 
improve their 
understanding of a text 
and predict what might 
happen from details 
stated 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
making some simple  
inferences and begin to 
evidence them 
 
Retrieve key 
information from non-
fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Begin to identify themes 
and conventions in a 
range of books 
 
Begin to discuss words 
and phrases that 
capture the reader’s 
interest (e.g. metaphor, 
simile, imagery, style 
and effect) 
 
Use a range of 
strategies to check the 
meaning of unknown 

Shows clear 
understanding of a text 
by asking questions to 
improve their 
understanding and 
predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
making some simple 
inferences and 
evidence them 
 
Retrieve information 
from non-fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Identify themes and 
conventions in a wide 
range of books 
 
Identify how language 
contributes to meaning 
(e.g. metaphor, simile, 
imagery, style and 
effect) 
 
Use a range of 
strategies to check the 
meaning of unknown 

Shows clear 
understanding of a text 
by making predictions, 
asking questions and 
summarising 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
making some 
inferences and justify 
them with evidence 
 
Retrieve information 
from non-fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Begin to make 
comparisons within and 
across books 
 
Identify how language 
contributes to meaning, 
using correct 
terminology (e.g. 
metaphor, simile, 
imagery, style and 
effect) 

Summarise main 
ideas, identifying key 
details and using 
quotations for 
illustration 
 
Explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
what they have read, 
drawing inferences 
and justifying these 
with evidence 
 
Retrieve information 
from fiction and non-
fiction 
 
Understand age-
appropriate texts, 
structured in different 
ways 
 
Make comparisons 
within and across 
books. 
 
Evaluate how authors 
use language, 
including figurative 
language, considering 
the impact on the 
reader 
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