
 

 

21st May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Possible arrangements for reopening of school to more pupils in June 
 

We know you will be keen to know how our school is planning for possible wider reopening of our school to pupils in 
nursery, reception, year 1 and year 6.  You will be very aware that there have been lots of reports in the media on 
concerns about these plans. We want to reassure you that safety and welfare of children, families and staff will be 
the top priority in all our planning. 
 

During the partial school closure we have continued to provide places for children from key worker families and 
vulnerable children.  Staff have worked extremely hard with this and we have been glad to play our part in 
supporting the national effort and the NHS.  We are now working on our plans to begin to widen our offer to other 
children. 
 

We have asked all our parents across our Trust, not just at our school, whether they would want to send their child 
back to school. The outcome of that survey fairly consistently across all our 7 primary schools ranges from around 50 
to 70% of our parents who either do not intend or are unlikely to send their child to school.   We will not be 
pressurising anyone to send their child to school, since you know your children and personal situation best. We will 
not open unless we are confident that we have all possible arrangements in place so that it is safe to do so, but you 
may still feel you do not yet wish your child to return to school. The government has made it clear that currently this 
is your choice and we will support you in that.  
 

The final decision has not been made by the government as to whether it is safe to ask schools to reopen.  We do not 
think that decision will be made until the end of next week, so we have decided that we can only begin to phase 
reopening to more pupils from Monday, 8th June. This will allow us to put in place detailed preparations in the 
school and to carry out all the planning and staff training that will be necessary in the week after half term.   
 
At this stage, our intention is that we will open to pupils from Monday to Thursday only.  Government guidance is 
that children will be in small class groups of no more than 15 and will always have the same adult or adults working 
with them.  This minimises social contact and keeps children, staff and families safer from infection.  Closing on 
Fridays means we can deep clean the school on top of the increased routine daily cleaning.  It will also allow staff to 
plan, prepare, provide home learning and keep in touch with families and children still at home. We will continue to 
provide places for children of key workers who require it from Monday to Friday and will contact these parents or 
carers to discuss in more detail how we intend to do this.   
 

We hope to be able to provide you with more detailed plans for the phased reopening by Tuesday 2nd June, but in 
the meantime if you have any questions please contact Mr Browning on 01482 343690 option 2 or email 
admin.stepney@yhclt.net 
 

Thank you for all your support over these very difficult weeks. We hope you will find time in your families to rest and 
enjoy some relaxation over half term. 
 

Warm regards 

 
Mrs S Smythe   Mr P Browning 
CEO    Headteacher 


